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Race Report – Stage 2: Girvan Criterium, Saturday 19th April 2003 

 
The Great Britain team completed a successful day at the Girvan by taking the first two places in 
the popular evening criterium stage around Victory Park. The sun continued to shine as crowds 
lined the barriers at the finish line in South Park Avenue. 
 
Chris Newton started the stage in the leaders jersey but 15 laps later it was to be his team mate, 
former Junior National Champion Kieren Page, who would be pulling on the yellow. Kieren 
finished second to another GB team member, Tony Gibb with Ian Wilkinson of Science In 
Sport.com securing third. 
 
The action was enlivened by additional prime prizes donated by stage sponsors Active Office 
Scotland, the company run by former Girvan organiser George Miller. It was GB Under 23 rider 
Russell Anderson who came off best here, taking two of the sprints. 
 
A leading group of 9 riders got away from the main field within a couple of laps and gradually 
increased their lead as the race progressed. A valiant solo effort by long distance time trial specialist 
Gethin Butler (Cumbria Select) was in vain as he never got closer than 20 seconds to the leaders. 
 
Newton, who earlier in the day had said that he wasn’t particularly looking forward to the criterium 
stage, was content to finish in the main field at over one minute down. However he was among the 
first to congratulate his teammates Gibb and Page on their ride, happy that the race lead was staying 
with the GB team. 
 
The race continues tomorrow (Sunday) when the longest stage of the race takes in some more 
stunning coastal scenery around Dunure and Croy Brae. 
 
Report by Carl Lawrenson 
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Race Report – Stage 3: Girvan to Girvan, Saturday 19th April 2003 

 
A cloudy sky and a chill wind greeted the 67 starters for the longest stage of the 2003 Girvan 3 Day. 
The course took in some more spectacular Ayrshire coastal scenery with two passages of ‘Electric 
Brae’ a strangely deceptive road which appears to run downhill but is actually uphill! 
 
Great Britain’s Keiran Page started the day in the race leaders yellow jersey, but attacks came thick 
and fast with five riders taking a small advantage just a couple of miles into the stage. Scotoil’s 
Graham McGarrity took the first hot spot sprint at Crosshill, but as the race made it’s way towards 
the coast and the sun started to shine, a leading group of ten formed, include Mark Lovatt (Life 
Repair CRT), Tony Gibb (Great Britain) and Bryan Russell of Scotland. By the first ascent of the 
Dunure prime the group was down to seven, but had been joined by Stage 1 winner Chris Newton 
of Great Britain. 
 
Barry Clarke, better known as a mountain biker, took the Dunure hill prime and went on to take the 
Alloway prime 6 miles later – enough so give him the lead in the Carrick Gazette sponsored King of 
The Mountains competition. 
 
As the leading group started the second circuit of the Dunure climb their advantage stood at 1:22 on 
the peloton, but the chase had begun and both Malcolm Elliott (Yorks & Lancs Select) – second on 
GC by just one second - and John Tanner (Life Repair CRT) were among those trying to close the 
gap. Gethin Butler (Cumbria Select) was again prominent in driving the chase. It was Lovatt who 
collected the second Dunure KOM points, whilst the Alloway hot spot went to Ian Wilkinson of 
Scienceinsport.com 
 
Team Velo Ecosse rider Jason MacIntyre, together with Lovatt and Elliott, mounted an attack as the 
race approached Dalrymple with 52 miles gone. It was short lived though and they were reeled in 
again as the race passed through the town. This was the springboard for Mark Lovatt to go up the 
road and for a while he clung on to a slender lead over the chasing group of 8, with the main field 
now more than two minutes back. 
 
By the race’s return to Dailly on the run in to the finish it looked as though Lovatt’s determined 
challenge might just succeed as his advantage had reached 30 seconds - despite Elliott working hard 
in the chase behind. Turning left at the distinctive ‘White Cottage’ on the outskirts of Girvan, 
Lovatt now had more than a minute with less than two miles to go. 
 
He entered the finishing circuit at Victory Park alone and crossed the line 1:12 ahead of David 
Clarke (North South Select) who was making a brief return to UK racing from his Spanish club. 
Elliott just edged out Wilkinson for third with John Tanner fifth. 
 
It initially seemed as though Malcolm Elliott had secured the yellow jersey by the smallest of 
margins from Lovatt, but further consideration by the judges concluded that it should be Lovatt who 
will start Stage 3 as race leader. 
 
In the best Under 23 rider competiton, Andrew Stuart of Ashfield RC took over the lead from 
Kieran Page who finished the stage seven minutes in arrears. 
 
Report by Carl Lawrenson  

South Ayrshire Council, The Carrick Gazette, Dumfries & Galloway Council, Active Office Scotland 



34th Girvan 3 Day promoted by Wallacehill Cycling Club 

South Ayrshire Council, The Carrick Gazette, Dumf ries & Gal loway Council, Active Office Scotland 

As the two leaders entered the outskirts of Girvan, the gap had closed slightly but there was now no 
chance that they would be caught. Into the finishing straight on South Park Avenue and the crowd 
cheered a powerful sprint by Newton as Tanner settled for second, secure in the knowledge that the 
overall victory would be his. 
 
Malcolm Elliott’s remarkable return from retirement continued as he took 2nd overall, finishing the 
stage 45 seconds down in the company of Mark Lovatt who would take the third spot on the 
podium. Graham McGarrity took the Best 2/3/4th Cat prize for the home country’s ScotOil 
Multisport team, while the Pete Longbottom trophy for Best Under 23 finisher went to Andrew 
Stewart of Ashfield RC. Unsurprisingly with both Tanner and Lovatt in the top three, the team 
award went to Life Repair Group CRT. 
 
Speaking after the presentation, John Tanner expressed his delight at finally winning the Girvan and 
was already looking forward to a return in 2004. Whether that will happen is still in the balance as 
funding from main sponsor South Ayrshire Council was only confirmed in February with no 
guarantee for future years. All credit must go to race organiser David Miller and his team for 
putting together another superb edition of the Girvan 3 Day in just 9 weeks. 
 
Report by Carl Lawrenson 
 
 

 
 

John Tanner, Malcolm Elliott & Mark Lovatt on the podium 
Picture by Steven Williamson 




